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Pastoral Letter Christmas 2020 
 
Dear parish family, 
 
I greet you with joy as we continue our journey ever closer to recalling the incarnation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, King of Kings, Lord of Lords and Prince of peace. 
 
In this pastoral letter I want to use one of the daily meditations of Fr Richard Rohr OSF, which 
focuses on what it means to become icons of Christ. He quotes from Catherine de Hueck 
Doherty (1896 -1985) who he describes as follows,“ A Russian baroness who lived the Gospel 
‘without compromise.’ She gave up all she had and began Friendship House in 
Toronto, ‘a storefront center for the works of mercy, where the hungry were fed and the 
homeless were welcomed.’ ” (Richard Rohr Daily Meditations, 11 December 2020). 
 
In Catherine’s own words, “Christians are called to become icons of Christ, to reflect him. But 
we are called to even more than that. Ikon is the Greek word for “image of God.” We are called 
to incarnate Christ in our lives, to clothe our lives with him, so that people can see him in us, 
touch him in us, recognize him in us. . . . [3] 
 
Looking ahead to 2021, I invite us all to think about how we are icons of Christ in our world. 
Another way of understanding the word, ‘Icon’ is that of a lens, or window.  
 
Being a ‘window’ through which people see Christ involves, I believe among others the 
following: 
 

 Incarnating Christ into the fullness (whole being) of our Lives – inviting Jesus to live in 
every part of our being – our physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual identity. In the 
way we look after our bodies, stimulate our minds, keep emotionally healthy and 
deepen our spiritual lives. This anything but passive, an intentional and active opening 
of our whole being for Jesus to be incarnated in us. 
 

 “Clothing’ our lives with Jesus – there is a wonderful reference to this in St Paul’s letter 
to the Colossian church – chapter 3, vs 12 following: 12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord[f] has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful.” (Coloss. 3: 12-15 NRSV). 
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 Being those, in whom people can see Jesus and touch Him – to be and become this is 

great a mystery, forming part of the greater and profound mystery of Christmas, the 
incarnation of Jesus into our work which is not an event that stands outside of who we 
are as God’s children. Note how this passage is very firmly set in the context of 
community – we are clothed with Christ to affirm the place and role we enjoy in the 
community of fellowship with not only our brothers and sisters in Christ, but all people. 
 
Indeed, as St John recalls Jesus’ words in the 6th chapter pf his Gospel, “Very truly, I tell 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 
you. 54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise 
them up on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.” (John 6: 53-56 
NRSV).  St John is almost certainly interpreting Jesus’ words in a Eucharistic sense, in 
that, as we receive the Body and Blood of our Lord in this sacred meal, so we enter 
profoundly into and receive His life, so that it becomes part of our very breath and 
being. 

 
 
And so, in looking ahead to all that 2021 holds for us, can we use this Christmas to open our 
full being to allowing Christ to be incarnated in us – that we may be in Him that great light 
shining upon those who walked and lived in a, “land of deep darkness…” (Isaiah 9:2 NRSV) 
and, “The light which shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1: 5 
NRSV). 
 
For so many this year has been a dark time and perhaps continues to be so – we have the 
immense privilege of being Christ in this world and time – being children of light (Ephesians 
5:8-9;14) in whom Jesus is incarnated, we bring that light of hope, in new beginnings to all with 
whom we have contact. May Christmas be a time when we all invite Jesus to be far more 
intimately manifested I us than evert before. 
 
God bless and keep you always, 
David 
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